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Editorôs Comment: 

 
Check out the website at: www.darlingtondipsticks.com 
 

The website is still basic but does have a link for those on Concessional Licensing to advise administration 

of a proposed private run. In the future the website will host administration details, vehicle registers, 
calendars and information, with varying privacy layers. There will be capability for members to upload 

photos and information for sharing with others. Our Dipsticks Rag will be uploaded for your entertainment 

also  

 

As always, thanks to those contributors who have put pen to paper for our enjoyment 
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John and Marie: What make is this car? 
After the last dismal effort at trying to find a car that no-one would recognise (the Marauder) Iôm trying 

again with this photo taken from a sales pamphlet. 

 

 
 

My Sassenach mother learned to drive in one of these when she was a teenager. 
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Bindy Datson: Darlington Arts Festival 2023 

 

¢ǿƻ aƻƪŜǎ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ .Ŝƴ {ƳŜŜǘƻƴΩǎ 1972 Alfa 

 

.ƛƴŘȅΩǎ мфсн aƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ DƭŜƴȅǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΩǎ aƻǊǊƛŜ Minor convertible 

 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ 420G WŀƎǳŀǊΣ DŜƻŦŦ CǊƻǎǘΩǎ {oarerΣ !ƴŘȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ aYн /ƻǊǘƛƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ 
Vauxhall Velox 
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Dipsticks Top left: Ion Jefferson, Andy Brown Top Right: Ben Smeeton, Dave Pole 
 
Dipsticks bottom L to R: Dave Pole, Ben Smeeton, Patrick Connolly, Richard Stockwell, Karen Wallis, 
Mark Coleman 
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Dipsticks Top Left: Malcolm McNabb, Peter Harper  Top Right: Glenys and Malcolm 
Dipsticks Bottom Left: Peter Harper, Peter Moore  Bottom Right: Dave, Mark, Bindy and John  



9 
 

 
Lƻƴ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ IƻƭŘŜƴ Monaro 
 
 

 
 

5ŀǾƛŘ {ƘƛƳŜƭƭΩǎ 124 Coupe Mercedes 
 

 
WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ±ŀǳȄƘŀƭƭ ±ŜƭƻȄ 
ς Miss Patti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
!ƴŘȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ aYн /ƻǊǘƛƴŀ 
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DŜƻŦŦ CǊƻǎǘΩǎ Soarer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ 420G Jaguar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
{ƛƳƻƴ CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ 9Y ²ŀƎƻƴ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

.ƻō {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ aDB 
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wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǘƻŎƪǿŜƭƭΩǎ wŀƴƎŜ Rover ΨwŀƭǇƘΩ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
aŀƭŎƻƭƳ aŎbŀōōΩǎ [ŀƴŘǊƻǾŜǊ 
Perentie ς ex radio command 
vehicle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
aŀƭŎƻƭƳΩǎ wƛŎƪǎƘŀǿ 
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John and Marie: Vehicles that we have owned. 
Apart from cars we have purchased individually there have been one or two that were/are jointly owned by 

us. 

The first one is the subject of this article. 

In early 2011, after we had decided to give up our 9 to 5 existence and retire, we made plans for a touring 

holiday in the U.S.A. 

Rather than hire a vehicle for many months we thought it would be a good idea to buy one outright and our 
search began in Las Vegas. We were looking for a camper van and thought that a VW Kombi might fit the 

bill but after looking at a couple (one almost derelict and one far out of our price range) we began looking 

on Craigslist. 

In something akin to desperation, we looked at all possible alternatives, a station wagon, maybe a 4-wheel 

drive or a small RV? Then we saw it ï a 3-line ad for a GMC Vandura camper van. Phone calls were made 

along with arrangements to see it and before we had time to think $1250 USD had changed hands and we 

were the proud (?) owners of óSmelly Nellyô, our home on wheels for the next few months.  

The previous owner, Kelly, was, quite obviously, not very houseproud (or mechanically minded). Judging 

by the food he left behind in Nelly, his staple diet was beef curry noodles and chilli beans (resulting in an 

overflowing sewage tank)! Thankfully, he also left behind a variety of tools and spanners which proved to 
be invaluable fixing up the many minor items that needed attention. So, after 4 days of cleaning and 

scrubbing - plus repairs ï to get her ship (or should that be camper) shape we were ready to begin our 

adventure roaming the USA. 
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For the technically minded here are Nellyôs vital statistics: 

Make GMC Vandura 1 ton (?) dual rear wheel chassis with Shasta body. 

Born:  February 1976 

Length:  21 feet. Width:  7 feet 10 inches. Height:  9 feet 9 inches (approximately). 

Engine: 350 cu in GMC/Chevy with 4-barrel carburetor 

Transmission: GMC/Chevy Turbo 350 automatic 

Fuel consumption: 10 U.S.mpg (approximately) ï try as we might, we couldnôt get better than this. 

 

 
Spring in Yellowstone National Park. 
 
Over a total period of 47 weeks and 4 days we visited all 48 contiguous United States and travelled over 

30,000 miles in Nelly. For the first couple of weeks, it felt like a holiday and then it became a very pleasant 

way of life. 

We achieved quite a few things on our bucket list and had pleasure experiencing others that werenôt on the 
list. Weôve also shared time with ónewô family and friends and learned a lot about the hugely diverse country 

called America and its people. 

Surprisingly enough the experience also taught us quite a bit about ourselves while living in the close 

confines of Nelly.  

By the end of the trip, she was starting to show signs of old age, but Marie was dead against sending her to 

the wrecking yard. So, we decided to donate her to a worthy cause. We tried Ronald MacDonald House 

first, but Nellyôs age was against her. However, our second attempt came up trumps and we delivered her 

to óTEXAS CANô in Arlington where she was auctioned to raise money for the charity. 
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TEXAS CAN is a not-for-profit organisation that assists with the schooling of underprivileged 14-to-21-
year-old students who have ñstruggled in a traditional high school setting for a number of reasonsò. Their 

school academies will enroll a student at any time of the year, develop a personal plan for them to follow 

to graduation and assist them with planning for life after graduation. 

In a quick ósmall worldô anecdote to the preceding paragraph, when we checked in to our hotel in Arlington, 
Marie chatted with the young girl behind the reception desk and discovered that she was a successful 

graduate of one of the CAN academies. 

To our great surprise Nelly did us proud and the auctioneers hammer came down on a bid of $800 USD. 
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Bindy Datson: Yallambee Residential Care Village Run 
 

On Thursday 23rd November several Dipsticks visited the Yallambee Residential Care Village to show the 
residents their cars. The forecast was for a hot day, but the run was in the morning and the easterlies kept 

the temperature down for the visit. By all accounts the cars were well received, and both members and 

residents had a lovely morning. Everyone who went in Richardôs Daimler limousine came back doing the 

Royal Wave  
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